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Welcome to our trimonthly youth magazine covering
content from recent gatherings, amongst other things

See inside this issue of Carpenter's Square for all
youth & young adults events at St Joseph's Parish Takapuna
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NEW FIRE

Summer Camp 
R o m w e l l  R a m o s

When I showed up to the camp, I was immediately greeted with
an immense amount of joy, love, and more joy (repetition 
intended). I had a general idea of what was going to happen 
that week because of all the things that I had experienced back 
in 2020. But what I experienced that week was more than just 
amazing sunrises and having voice cracks during team chants. I 
experienced what it felt to live fully in the sacraments and in 
relationship with Jesus.

From January 14-18, the parish held our first ever Life Teen 
Summer Camp at Sonshine Ranch, Clevedon. We had about 80 
participants throughout the five days, both leaders & the youth. 
Our theme for the camp was New Fire, which is obtained from 
the story of Pentecost and how that moment of newness for 
the Church describes the story where people began to boldly 
proclaim the love of God. How our openness to the newness of 
the Holy Spirit is the kindling that allows God’s power to move 
from a spark to a blazing, new fire in our hearts.



From pretending to be Hawkeye in archery during the 
day, competing against one another in Tribal Wars, then 
having Adoration during the evening; it was an 
experience everyone was yearning for. As the week went 
on, every single individual immersed themselves into 
the whole experience.

Now, while the usual summer camp activities (craft- 
making, sports, etc.) were great in their own right, the 
true joy of that camp was more than that. The source of 
the joy for all of the missionaries and campers was 
encountering Jesus in the sacraments, which were 
offered daily (mass, reconciliation veneration of the 
cross). 

As we walk forward – I want to call out that our 
experience isn’t meant to be out of sight. It’s meant to 
be carried forward into your “real life.” This Summer 
Camp experience has been given to you as a 
tremendous opportunity to be touched by the Lord 
and to see Him through the lens of a different culture 
and worldview. I hope that no matter where you go 
this year, that the Holy Spirit would reveal to you the 
ways you are meant to incorporate the fruits into your 
everyday life. 

Holy Spirit, amen!



              Feast of St Jose
p

h

"Remember us , Saint Joseph, 
and plead for us to your foster- 
child. Ask your most holy bride, 
the Virgin Mary, to look kindly 
upon us, since she is the mother 
of Him who with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns 
eternally. Amen." 

S e r m o n  b y  S t  
B e r n a r d i n e  o f  S i e n a

the faithful
foster-father &
guardian



Kick off night this year fell on the week of 
Valentines day, and with St. Valentine being a 

very famous Saint we had the Life Night 
themed around him. We had a Gazebo and 
BBQ set up outside on the field next to the 

church to enjoy the beautiful summer 
evening with music and some frisbee, and all 
the youth excited to see their friends, and all 

the people they had gotten to know really 
well over the course of the camp..

Starting off the year with a bang is 
always the plan for kick off night, 
and this year was no exception. 
With camp still very fresh in our 
memories all of the team and 
youth were super excited to see 
each other again and pick right 
back up where we left off. 

As a team it's awesome to see all the friendships 
that have been built through youth group, and 
teens who have made new relationships and 
friends they mightn't have otherwise

On theme, we had some fake Roses which got 
handed out to everyone. Hilarity ensued as the 
roses got moved around and one teen ending up 
looking like a bit of a rose bush with all the roses 
they had accumulated. 

kick off
valentines themed
C h r i s  M a c d o n a l d



But the real highlight was a little game we called "Who's 
(pickup) line is it anyway?" where in their groups, teens had 
to come up with funny and witty pickup lines with certain
themes, which were judged by Father Anthony and Father 
Nathaniel. Roses are red theme won with: "Roses are red, and 
blue is the sky... I forgot the punchline, cause I was lost in 
your eyes". And the medival theme had this gem: "Are you a 
squire? Because you're all that I desire".

Some other attempts were also very memorable, like one 
teen singing Rick Astley "Never gonna give you up" for the 
Music theme, and teens competing to find the cringiest 
pickup line ensured there were laughs all around.

With Kick Off Nights, our main focus is 
fun and games and getting all the teens 
back together. One of the games had 
teens try and figure out who they had 
the most in common with through 
choices like "Books or Movies?", "Team 
Iron man or Team Captain America?", 
and "Time Machine Forwards or 
Backwards?". 



Journey to the Foot of the CrosS
 - 10 Things to Remember For Lent (Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay)

01
Remember the formula. The Church does a good job capturing certain truths with easy-to- 
remember lists and formulas: 10 Commandments, 7 sacraments, 3 persons in the Trinity. For 
Lent, the Church gives us almost a slogan—Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving—as the three things
we need to work on during the season.

02 It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act of prayer spread out over 40 days. As we pray,
we go on a journey, one that hopefully brings us closer to Christ and leaves us changed by the
encounter with him. 

03
It’s a time to fast. With the fasts of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, meatless Fridays, and
our personal disciplines interspersed, Lent is the only time many Catholics these days actually
fast. And maybe that’s why it gets all the attention. “What are you giving up for Lent? 
Hotdogs? Beer? Jelly beans?” It’s almost a game for some of us, but fasting is actually a form
of penance, which helps us turn away from sin and toward Christ. 

04 It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of Lent are also a good, set time to work on 
personal discipline in general. Instead of giving something up, it can be doing something 
positive. “I’m going to exercise more. I’m going to pray more. I’m going to be nicer to my 
family, friends and coworkers.” 

05
It’s about dying to yourself. The more serious side of Lenten discipline is that it’s about more
than self-control – it’s about finding aspects of yourself that are less than Christ-like and 
letting them die. The suffering and death of Christ are foremost on our minds during Lent, and
we join in these mysteries by suffering, dying with Christ and being resurrected in a purified 
form. 

06
Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some ambitious period of personal reinvention,
but it’s best to keep it simple and focused. There’s a reason the Church works on these 
mysteries year after year. We spend our entire lives growing closer to God. Don’t try to cram
it all in one Lent. That’s a recipe for failure. 

07
Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course, even when we set simple goals for ourselves 
during Lent, we still have trouble keeping them. When we fast, we realize we’re all just one 
meal away from hunger. In both cases, Lent shows us our weakness. This can be painful, but
recognizing how helpless we are makes us seek God’s help with renewed urgency and 
sincerity.

08
Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted with our own weakness during Lent, the 
temptation is to get angry and frustrated. “What a bad person I am!” But that’s the wrong 
lesson. God is calling us to be patient and to see ourselves as he does, with unconditional 
love. 

09
Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness and suffering during Lent, we should be 
renewed in our compassion for those who are hungry, suffering or otherwise in need. The third
part of the Lenten formula is almsgiving. It’s about more than throwing a few extra dollars in 
the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to others and helping them without question as a 
way of sharing the experience of God’s unconditional love. 

10
Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the midst of our suffering and self-denial brings
us closer to loving like Christ, who suffered and poured himself out unconditionally on cross 
for all of us. Lent is a journey through the desert to the foot of the cross on Good Friday, as we
seek him out, ask his help, join in his suffering, and learn to love like him.



B u t  I  s a y  t o  y o u ,
l o v e  y o u r  e n e m i e s .

Youth Mass - for the youth, by the youth.

We believe that gathering as Youth is not restricted
to just a Friday night. Joining with our greater 
Parish community to celebrate Sunday Mass, is also
where our Youth thrive.

Our Youth Mass on the 3rd Sunday evening has 
become a place where we can encounter Jesus in 
the Word and Eucharist, participate in community 
fellowship and more actively serve in the Mass.

In our first Youth Mass for the year, we chose the 
theme ‘Love Louder’ based on Jesus’ invitation to 
love our enemies. The message of the Gospel is to 
not just love those who love us back, but more 
bravely, to love those who have left a wound in our 
hearts. By soaking in this bold assignment and 
leaning off the energy we gained from Summer 
Camp, we believe that this is our year to build 
counter-cultural youth, who let their love 
boomerang in everything they do.

Youth Mass

T a l i t h a  P e r e i r a

We envision our monthly Youth 
Mass to continue to be an
environment where our young 
people can grow and engage in 
St Joesph’s Parish community - 
this is the beginning of 
something great!



C H E C K  O U T  T H E
R E V A M P E D  W E B P A G E

T A K A P U N A C A T H O L I C . O R G . N Z / Y O U T H
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Hello, this is Michael Kim. I became a member of the CORE team after being moved by 
my experience volunteering at our St. Joes Summer Camp this past January. I 
attended the camp rather fortuitously; to this day, I can’t remember exactly who or 
what made me agree to volunteer. But, sitting there in an unfamiliar campground, I 
found myself saying ‘yes’ to whatever unexpected responsibilities were placed upon 
me. I didn’t question if I was good enough, or mature enough, or well-spoken enough; 
things that would normally lead me to holding back my ‘yes’. I simply trusted in what 
everyone saw in me, even if I couldn’t see it myself. I learned that I had more to give 
than I had ever thought, which ultimately made it easy to say ‘yes’ when I was asked to 
join the CORE team.

Having been working with the CORE team for a few months now, it really feels like I 
made the right decision; everything I do as part of CORE is an extension of the work I 
did at camp. Aiming to nurture, enrich and support the minds and spirits of our youth, 
the future of our parish. It is an experience that is deeply fulfilling, and one in which 
you can plainly see the positive changes you are slowly making on the people around 
you. I cannot wait to see what the future brings for us at St Joseph’s Takapuna .

Core Reflection
M i c h a e l  K i m
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On the Horizon. . .
upcoming events

next Life Night series

KEEP IT TOGETHER 
AND OTHER LIES WE 
TELL OURSELVES

first Life 
Night 
series of 
the year

But Wait.. .  
There's More! 
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Glory Story

"During our most recent Life Night, we had a 
wonderful preaching by Fr Mark Napa about 
fasting, almsgiving and prayer, followed by 

Adoration (and of course games and fellowship!). 
Whilst kneeling before the Sacrament, I was taken 
back to the first Adoration we had at our Summer 
Camp: outside in the bush, surrounded by nature 
and filled with excitement and eagerness for the 
coming days. That camp night we were first filled 
with "New Fire" and being at Adoration again this 
week only added kindling to the burning flame. 

During such a fluctuating and anxious time, I felt a
real sense of peace in encountering the Holy Spirit 
surrounded by this community. I look forward to 

all those moments where our New Fire is 
nourished."

From one of our Teens

- Shana Singh-anderson

"I felt a real 
sense of 
peace in 

encountering 
the Holy 

Spirit"



“God sets a father in
honor over his children…”

(Sirach 3:2)

March

i s s u e

C
on

nect with us!

https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth
https://linktr.ee/sjtyouth

